
March 11 2026
Zoom, 16:00-20.00 CET / 11:00-15:00 Eastern

Zoom-link: https://tinyurl.com/voynich-2026

Meeting ID: 860 1433 6447

Passcode: 900721

Voynich Zoom

16.00 CET / 11:00 Eastern 

Elonka Dunin / Klaus Schmeh: The Voynich Manuscript Compared with Other Encrypted Books

16.30  CET / 11:30 Eastern

Rob Simpson: Voynich Research Resources at the National Cryptologic Museum

17.00 CET / 12:00 Eastern

Thomas Ernst: The Alphabet of the Voynich Manuscript Explained

17.30 CET / 12:30 Eastern 

Andrew Becker: Under the Hood: Computational Pattern-Finding in the Voynich Manuscript

18:00 CET / 13:00 Eastern

Short break

18:10 CET / 13:10 Eastern

Richard SantaColoma: Everything You Think You Know About the Voynich Is Wrong

18:40 CET / 13:40 Eastern

Joe Barabe: Ink & Pigment Analysis of the Voynich Manuscript

19:10 CET / 14:10 Eastern 

Volkhard Huth: Potential Origin of the Voynich Manuscript in Vienna

20:00 CET / 15:00 Eastern 

End of conference Closing

Zoom-link: https://tinyurl.com/voynich-2026

Meeting ID: 860 1433 6447

Passcode: 900721

Organization:

Elonka Dunin (Rockville/Maryland), Jürgen Hermes (Köln), Jessika Nowak (Wuppertal), Klaus Schmeh (Gelsenkirchen)

Registration at elonka@gmail.com; hermesj@uni-koeln.de; nowak@uni-wuppertal.de; klaus.schmeh@web.de
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Joe Barabe Ink & Pigment 
Analysis of the 
Voynich Manuscript

Unlike the quest to decipher the sounds, words, language and 
meaning of the text of the Voynich Manuscript, this paper will focus 
on the material constituents of the object, the inks of the text and 
the pigments of the illustrations. Over twenty samples were 
collected from the document, each of which was analyzed with 
multiple instruments. Some of the materials are well-known, some 
remain somewhat mysterious. This presentation will describe the 
analytical methods used, why they were used, and the results they 
provided. By grounding discussion in measurable physical evidence, 
the talk contributes to questions of dating, authenticity, and 
production technique, and demonstrates how laboratory analysis 
can inform broader Voynich research.

Joe Barabe is a forensic materials scientist specializing in the examination of 
inks, pigments, and historic documents. He spent 24 years at McCrone 
Associates conducting microscopic and spectroscopic analyses of artworks 
and manuscripts for authentication, dating, and conservation and continues 
to consult at Barabe & Associates LLC . His work focuses on material 
identification using polarized light microscopy and related analytical 
techniques. He is known in Voynich Manuscript research for his technical 
studies of the inks and pigments in 2009 that clarified the manuscript’s 
material history. He currently teaches Hooke College’s Pigment 
Identification and Printing Process Identification courses.

Andrew Becker Under the Hood: 
Computational 
Pattern-Finding in the 
Voynich Manuscript

This talk is a guided, under-the-hood look at how computational 
methods “touch” the Voynich text without claiming decipherment. 
I’ll show the mechanics behind a few approachable tools such as 
counting and frequency tables, repetition and spacing patterns, 
“what tends to follow what” using n-grams and Markov-style ideas, 
and simple co-occurrence networks, and I’ll explain what each tool 
can and cannot tell you. I’ll also briefly show how transliteration 
choices, including glyph sets and word boundaries, affect what a 
computer measures. The goal is a clear tour of the tools so 
attendees leave knowing what the computer is actually doing.

Andrew Becker is a computational science PhD candidate and math 
communicator. He has taught introductory computer science courses and 
speaks at math and education conferences, including NCTM events, on 
computing and AI in teaching. His work focuses on making technical tools 
understandable to broad audiences. Outside academia, he participates in 
game development, hosts and joins music jams, performs in professional 
wrestling and ballroom dance, and is preparing his opera debut.

Elonka Dunin
& Klaus Schmeh

The Voynich 
Manuscript Compared 
with Other Encrypted 
Books

The Voynich Manuscript is not the only encrypted book. The authors 
of this submission are aware of approximately 120 other 
manuscripts that are written entirely, or to a significant extent, in 
cipher. This presentation provides an overview of these works. Its 
primary aim is to compare the Voynich Manuscript with other 
encrypted books in order to make informed inferences about some 
of the unresolved questions surrounding this famous cryptogram. In 
particular, by categorizing known encrypted books and examining 
the Voynich Manuscript’s similarities to works in different 
categories, it becomes possible to narrow down the manuscript’s 
likely purpose.

Elonka Dunin is a cryptography historian, author, and public speaker best 
known for her work on the Kryptos sculpture at CIA Headquarters. She co-
leads a long-running community of cryptanalysts and maintains a widely 
cited list of unsolved codes at elonka.com. She has authored or co-authored 
four books on classical cryptography, including Codebreaking: A Practical 
Guide with Klaus Schmeh. A character in Dan Brown’s The Lost Symbol was 
named after her, "Nola Kaye". She is a former board member of the National 
Cryptologic (Museum) Foundation, a lifetime IGDA member of the 
International Game Developers Association, and a frequent speaker on a 
variety of topics, including a 2021 TEDx talk, "2000 years of ordinary 
secrets".

Klaus Schmeh is a prolific cryptology author and researcher with 15 books to 
his name, mostly in German, including Codebreaking: A Practical Guide co-
written with Elonka Dunin. He has also published more than 200 articles, 25 
scientific papers, and over 1,500 blog posts on cryptology, and serves on the 
editorial board of Cryptologia. His interests focus on codebreaking and the 
history of encryption. Known for lively talks featuring self-drawn cartoons 
and Lego models, he has spoken at conferences such as DEF CON, Dragon 
Con, 44CON, and RSA. By day, he works as a crypto expert for a European IT 
security company.

Thomas Ernst The Alphabet of the 
Voynich Manuscript 
Explained

This presentation examines the origin, formation and combination 
of the glyphs used in the Voynich Manuscript, with particular 
emphasis on the graphic ars combinatoria underlying the script 
formation. The talk analyzes graphical structure, stroke formation, 
and developmental patterns in the glyph set, arguing that the script 
can be understood through systematic design principles rather than 
as an arbitrary alphabet. Ongoing updates and supporting material 
are maintained by the author online.

Thomas Ernst is an independent historical cryptologist whose published 
work includes the solution of ciphers such as those of the liber tertius of 
Trithemius's Steganographia (1500), Wolfgang Ernst Heidel's polyalphabetic 
cipher from 1676, and Emperor Ferdinand's III zifra picolominea from the 
1640s. He has also published his analysis of a forged manuscript of the 
Steganographia produced around 1618. His interest in the Voynich 
Manuscript derives from his experience with forged cipher texts. He 
maintains the research site voynichforgeries.com, where he publishes 
continuing updates and technical arguments related to script origin and 
script production questions.
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Volkhard Huth Potential Origin of 

the Voynich 

Manuscript in 

Vienna

(this talk will be 45 

minutes)

An examination of evidence that the mysterious fifteenth-century 
Voynich Manuscript may have originated in or near Vienna. The talk 
explores codicological, stylistic, and historical clues, including 
manuscript production practices, iconography, and intellectual 
networks active in Central Europe at the time. Rather than 
attempting to decipher the text, the presentation situates the 
Voynich within its broader cultural and scholarly context, asking 
what its materials, imagery, and structure suggest about where and 
why it was created. By focusing on Vienna as a possible locus, the 
talk highlights how regional centers of learning may shed new light 
on one of history’s most enigmatic books.

Prof. Dr. Volkhard Huth is a German historian and professor at Darmstadt 
Technical University since 2012, where he has taught and conducted research 
for many years on medieval and early modern intellectual history. Since 2006, 
he is director of the Institut für Personengeschichte in Bensheim. His 
scholarship focuses on the production, transmission, and organization of 
knowledge, including science, secrecy, and learned traditions in Europe. In 
talks on the Voynich manuscript, Huth draws on decades of academic work to 
situate the fifteenth-century codex within manuscript culture and historical 
epistemology. Rather than proposing speculative solutions, he treats the 
Voynich as a historical artifact that reveals how obscurity, authority, and 
knowledge functioned in premodern scholarship.

Richard SantaColoma Everything You Think 
You Know About the 
Voynich Is Wrong

The speaker will explain why virtually everything one learns about 
the Voynich Manuscript from almost all sources on the internet, and 
in articles, books and documentaries, is either unfounded 
speculation at best, or totally incorrect, at worst. This will include 
claimed provenance, dating, materials used, methods of 
construction, and illustrations. He will then describe what we 
actually do know about the manuscript for certain, and how 
knowing this should impact future investigations. Finally, he will 
explain how the preceding understandings have formed his own 
hypothesis, that the Voynich is most likely an early 20th century 
fake.

Richard SantaColoma is an author and independent researcher focused on the 
Voynich Manuscript. He wrote his first article on the subject for Renaissance 
Magazine in 2007 and has since published more than one hundred blog posts 
exploring the manuscript. He has lectured at the Voynich 100 Conference in 
Italy in 2012 and at the NSA Historical Cipher Conference at Johns Hopkins 
University. SantaColoma has appeared in numerous documentaries for ORF, 
National Geographic, Discovery, History, and the Travel Channel, and has 
been interviewed for podcasts and articles on the Voynich. He is also the 
owner and moderator of the Voynich Mailing List and its companion Voynich 
Net Forum.

Rob Simpson Voynich Research 
Resources at the 
National Cryptologic 
Museum

The National Cryptologic Museum (NCM) at the National Security 
Agency holds a collection of papers from and about Mary D’Imperio, 
author of An Elegant Enigma, as well as an impressive collection of 
Voynich research gifted to the NCM over 20 years ago by a different 
source. These resources are an untapped opportunity for 
researchers of the Voynich manuscript itself, Voynich 
methodologies, and the life of a preeminent Voynich researcher. 
The NCM archivist, Rob Simpson, will present an overview of the 
collection, specific pieces of note, and how to access it in person at 
the Museum or virtually.

Rob Simpson serves as the National Cryptologic Museum Librarian and 
Archivist, responsible for preserving and expanding access to historical 
materials dating back to the 16th century. He has worked with the NSA for 
nearly 40 years in uniform and as a civilian, serving in multiple operational 
and support roles. He holds a B.A. in History and a Master of Library and 
Information Science from the University of Maryland.
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